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informed him that his mistress was ready to consent to part
with her daughter at the time proposed by James.1

By the King's command, Edmondes's despatch of Septem-
ber 25 was forwarded by Rochester to the Prince, with a request
that he would give his opinion upon a matter which
subnStteVTo concerned himself so deeply. The Prince did not
the Pnnce. ^e ^^ decided answer. The Savoyard Princess, he
said, would bring with her a larger dowry than the daughter of
the Queen of France. On the other hand, the French mai -
riage would give far greater satisfaction to the Protestants
abroad. If the offer of the Regent was to be accepted, it must
be understood that the Princess was only to be allowed the
exercise of her religion in private, and it must be expressly
stipulated that she should be sent over before the end of the
following year at the latest, in order that there might be a reason-
able prospect of her conversion. If he seemed indifferent, his
father must remember that he knew little or nothing of State
affairs, and that the time for making love, which was his part in
the matter, had not yet arrived.2

The French alliance had the support of no less a man than
Raleigh. In a treatise which he wrote at this time 3 he went
Raleigh's once more over the arguments against the Savoy
pamphlet, match which had been urged by him when the Prin-
cess's marriage was being discussed in the preceding year. A
marriage with a German lady would, he said, be equally unde-
sirable, as the friendship of Protestant Germany was already
secured. On the other hand, it was of the utmost importance
that France should be won over as soon as possible to the cause
of European liberty. He saw at once that the present friend-
ship between France and Spain could not last for ever, and

1  Edmondes to the King, Sept. 25 and Nov. 7, 1612, S. P. Fr.    The
first of these despatches is endorsed with a wrong date, which may mislead
anyone who is in search of it.    The true date will be found at the end of
the despatch itself.

2  Rochester to the Prince, Oct. 2; the Prince to Rochester, Oct. 5,
1612 ; Birch's Life of Henry > Prince of Wales, 308.

3  A Discourse touching a Marriage between Prince Henry of England
and a daughter of Savoy.    Raleigh's Works, viii. 237.    The date, 9 Jacobi,
"us evidently erroneous.